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The Government Unit for Coordinating the Struggle Against Racism was established
in February 2017, in accordance with Government Decision No. 1958, which was
adopted in August 2016 following the recommendations of the Inter-Ministerial
Committee for the Elimination of Racism against Israelis of Ethiopian Descent.

This report summarizes the activities of the Unit in 2018, as well as some of the
difficulties and challenges the Unit faced. A significant part of the Unit's activity
during this year involved the creation of infrastructures and tools for initiating
change and increasing the unit's influence: appointment and training of anti-racism
officers in all government ministries and sub-units, legislative amendments to
provide legal aid to victims of discrimination, and the dissemination of guidelines
and procedures to support the struggle against racism. The unit concentrated its
efforts in professional, dedicated and systematic treatment of complaints received
by the Unit; developing professional knowledge and training and supporting the
anti-racism officers, as well as making the unit known and accessible to the public.

Prevention and eradication of institutional racism in government offices and public
institutions - on the basis of skin color, origin, nationality and religion vis-a-vis all
groups in Israel - by changing policies and organizational practices, with the aim of
promoting equality and social cohesion in the State of Israel.

The main activities of the Unit for Coordinating the Struggle against Racism

include:

Complaints: Receiving complaints from citizens who have experienced or

witnessed instances of institutional racism, referring the complaints to the relevant

authorities and monitoring the treatment.

Systemic change: In addition to the handling of individual complaints, the unit

attempts to achieve systemic changes in the following ways:

1. Follow-up on the implementation of Government Decisions no. 1958, based on
the report of the Inter-Ministerial Committee on the Elimination of Racism.

2. Implementation of the government’s decision regarding promoting a positive
image of citizens of Ethiopian descent.

3. ldentifying policies that establish, replicate or permit racism, and racist-
practices that require systemic change, and leading these changes in
government offices and the public service sector.

Knowledge: Development of professional, legal and research-based knowledge on

the subject of racism, as a basis for the development of trainings, consultations and

change processes in the public service sector and in government ministries.
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e Complaints: In 2018, the unit received 230 complaints on racism and
discrimination. Main topics of the complaints included: discrimination
in receiving service, discrimination in employment, racist statements/
publications, police conduct, and racism in the education system.

e Government Decisions: The unit monitors the implementation of government
decisions no. 1958. As of the end of 2018: 34 government decisions were
implemented, 8 are in the process of implementation and 9 decisions were not
implemented. The report includes data from Israel’s Police Force relating to the
implementation of government decisions regarding the police.

e Positive Image of Ethiopians: In 2018, the "Toplist” database was established,
which includes 54 experts and speakers of Ethiopian descent from different
fields; 44 appearances in the media by "Toplist” members.

e Systemic Change: The unit has identified four areas in which comprehensive
systemic change is required: Employment, Education, the Police and the
Religious Establishment.

e Anti-racism Officers: 51 persons were appointed as anti-racism officers in
government ministries and sub-units. The unit developed a training course for
anti-racism officers, and completed the first class of 14 officers. In 2018, anti-
racism officers conducted more than 60 activities on the subject of eliminating
and preventing racism in their ministries.

e Unit exposure activities: The unit set up a website and participated in 22 events
and conferences in order to bring its existence and activities to the attention of
the public.

The struggle against racism is persistent and complex, and as such, it is necessary
to fight it wisely, while expanding the circle of partners - within the institutions of
the state and civil society. The struggle requires rapid reactions to events, alongside
long-term activities, including the construction of constitutional and institutional
infrastructures, and the coalescence of people with the knowledge, tools and
motivation to identify discriminatory practices and lead change. To this end, a great
deal of patience, determination and harnessing of partners are required.
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